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1. National context 
Background and key message

Research shows that an important part of the population in Romania holds strong negative attitudes about Roma. Such attitudes can also be found in schools and in the media. There is a tendency to blame Roma for the situation of disadvantage and often social exclusion they are facing, while the majority of the population, particularly young people, is not aware of the real situation of the disadvantaged Roma communities and of the vicious circle of exclusion in which they have been constraint for a long time. From time to time, populist politicians make racist statements and suggest extremist unacceptable “solutions” to the “Roma problem”. The negative attitudes are enforced by articles in the media, in breach of a clear article on the deontological code of journalists stating that ethnic and cultural affiliation should be mentioned only in specific situations. Often, public discourse is emphasising separation and differences between Roma and the rest of the population, with a focus on “us/them” opposition. But the most negative effect in perpetrating racist attitudes is that of the comments made by readers at the bottom of news articles in online media. This is an increasing phenomenon, reaching high numbers of persons and little has been done so far to address it.

Data regarding Roma national distribution 

Existing national data on the number of Roma and socio-demographic structure of the Roma population are few and inconsistent. In terms of numbers beyond data from national censuses in 1992, 2002 and 2011, where it is estimated that the number of self-identified Roma is underestimated, there are few studies that can provide an estimation of the Roma population based on a clear methodology. There are a number of partial studies addressing issues such as school attendance, labor market participation, social exclusion, etc. and which give a relevant dimension of the Roma community profile.

Size of the Roma population in Romania

In Romania there are over 20 national minorities, Hungarians constituting the largest minority in 2011 they were 6.5% of the population. Roma are second minority as the percentage in 2011 was 619,007 people who identify themselves as being Roma (3.25%), while in the 2002 census, the people who declared themselves as Roma was 535 140 (2.5%), and in the census of 1992 in Romania were declared 401,087 Roma people (1.8%).

Many researchers, politicians and representatives of Roma said, however, that number is much higher. A national research conducted in 1998, the Institute for Quality of Life Research (IQLR) estimated Roma population to be about 1.5 million, or 6.7% of total populaţiei.
In a report by the UNDP in 2006, Kalman Mizsei showed that estimated actual population of Roma in Romania in 2003 was approx. 10%, advancing a minimum of at least 1.8 million Roma and maximum of 2.8 million Roma. 

A recent research (from 2005) done during a project of the World Banc, appears a minim number of Roma population in Romania to be 730.174 and a maxim of 968275. 

Territorial distribution; Distribution of Roma population in residential environments and cultural areas

Provisional data of the census from 2011 shows that the Roma minority is spread fairly uniform in the country, with a minimum of 1.1% in Botosani County and a maximum of 8.8% in Mures County.

Most Roma are found in the development regional Centru (Central) which includes also Mures County where is being register the highest percentage of Roma population compared to the total population of the county. The opposite is found for the North-East region where Botosani County has the lowest percentage of Roma among all counties.

In comparison, according to RPL, between 2002 and 2011 there were no significant upheavals in the hierarchy of the counties and development regions, only Southeastern development region made castling with the Bucharest-Ilfov region. Significant increases of over 2% were recorded in Calarasi and Dâmboviţa County, other 14 counties recorded increases between 1% and 2% and 22 counties under 1%. At the opposite end, there are three counties that decreased, but not significantly (Teleorman, Ilfov and Timiş County).

On residential areas, the datas from 2011 shows that two thirds of the Roma population (64.1%) lives in rural areas, significant weights recorded in the North West (70.6%) and South-Muntenia (70.0%). At county level, large shares of Roma living in rural ares, are in Covasna (86.2%), Dâmboviţa (85.0%), Arges (84.2%), Salaj (80.0%), Galati (79.8%), Bihor (79.4%), Bistrita-Nasaud (78.5%), Mehedinti (78.2%), Satu Mare (76.8%) and Vrancea (75.9%).

At the opposite pole, where the rate of Roma population leaving in rural areas is low, we have in counties as Hunedoara (17.9%), Tulcea (23.7%), Constanta (37.1%), Valcea (38.9%), Maramures (39.6%), Botosani (39 9%), Vaslui (40.9%) and Gorj (42.7%).
According to official data provided by the three censuses the Roma population shows an increase of approx. 35% in the period 1992-201. However, given that the official figures provided appears to be at least two times lower than the actual number of Roma population (estimated in various studies), it is hard to say to what extent the number of Roma population increased / decreased in reality. 

Gender and age distribution 

According to the 2002 census, the population of Roma was / is a young population, approx. two thirds (66.8%) were aged under 30 years. Compared with the Romanian population, age distribution shows that in 2002, the Roma population was much younger than the majority (population under 20 years: Roma - Romanian 47.33% and - 24.87%), on the other hand life expectancy at birth in the Roma population was significantly lower than the Romanians.

If for Romanian population, the pyramid of population was, in 2002, a relatively normal diamond shaped (with trends of an aging population), the Roma population have a pyramid with a wide base and become very "sharp" with the age of 50 years (over that age were only 10.8% of the Roma). Population that can be considered active working age (15-64 years) represented 60.3%, which shows great potential for the participation of this population in the labor market, including the development of local social economy projects. On this segment gender distribution of the population (15-64 years) is almost identical: men - 60.3%, women - 39.7%.

Analysis of data related with gender and age distribution shows that in 2002, there is a balance in the group up to 55. Before this age there is a slight dominance of the male population percentage and after this age from 55-59 years, women become more dominant. 

2. Local context 
According with preliminary results of the last census in 2011 the number of people in the region who identify themselves as being Roma is 14.534. Comparing with 2002 when were registered 16.084, the number of Roma population decrease with almost 10%

The official data of census from 2002 indicate that from 408.842 people who declared themselves as Roma, more than 280.000 have less than 4 degree which is more than 65%. High rate of illiterates of Roma population make their access to the labor market to be extremely difficult. In 2002 the number of Roma people in Timisoara was 3114.

3. Current actions /policies

Current policies at national level in Romania 

Public policies and projects targeting Roma directly or indirectly:

· Antidiscrimination legislation and the National Council for Combating Discrimination

Education

· Special places for Roma in high-schools and Universities

· Employment of Roma school mediators

· Teaching of Romani language in schools

·  Promotion of inclusive and intercultural education

· Projects to prevent school drop-out

Health

· Employment of Roma health mediators

· Measures to facilitate access to healthcare for disadvantaged Roma communities

Employment

· Job fairs

· Training and counselling programmes

· Specific projects for Roma women

· Projects promoting social entrepreneurship

Housing

· Official registration of houses which are not recorded

· Projects to improve housing conditions

· New social housing projects

· Integrated projects combining various fields and promoting local development

Activties in Timisoara 

The strategic goal of the activity in Timisoara was to promote positive attitudes towards Roma in the Romanian society, with a focus on equal access to rights, solidarity and empowerment. 

The main objectives were:

· To raise awareness of the existence of the Roma communities and their situation at local level in Western Romania.

· To stimulate a constructive attitude of young people, authorities
and the society in general, towards the concrete problems that Roma
are facing at local level
· To empower students and teachers to act for human rights for all

· To provide alternative messages in online media to counter the stereotypes about Roma 

The goals mentioned above were achieved through the following activities defined and approved by the LAG:

Mapping (August – December 2011)
In order to reach a more comprehensive understanding of the situation of Roma communities in the Romanian society, a mapping process was organized, focusing on three main aspects: statistics about the Roma in Western Romania, online media monitoring on the way they present the image of the Roma and analysis of public policies in relation to the situation of Roma. This activity was implemented with the help from the Local Action Group. 
Online activists (May 2012 – end of the project)
A group of 5 online activists, both Roma and non-Roma monitored media and reacted on the negative stereotypes provided by the online media in order to promote alternative messages regarding the image of the Roma in the media. This was done in the comments sections of online newspapers and news websites, in response to specific articles and to comments made by readers to these articles. The online activists were coordinated by the project team. 
Between 100 and 200 articles were identified per month, and between 30% and 50% of them not being conform to the deontological code of journalists.

The following points of the code which were not respected were:
· No mention should be made of the race, nationality, or belonging to a certain minority, unless the information presented is about the respective group
· Pertinent points of view of all parties concerned should be reflected
· Presumption of innocence should be respected; if someone is accused, they will be given possibility to express their point of view
· Only checked information, from credible sources, will be published
· Opinions should not be presented as facts; news should be precise, objective and separated from personal opinions

In many articles a negative stereotype of Roma is reproduced and sometimes messages inciting at rejection and hatred against Roma are transmitted. A list of negative articles identified is attached to the report.

The team has analysed several articles and a debate was organised on 13 September between a group of journalists from Timisoara and a group of young Roma, to discuss this analysis.

Also, many articles referring to Roma, including articles reflecting the activities of our project, generated numerous racist and prejudiced comments from readers. This is why a group of “online activists” was established and asked to respond to such comments.

4. Issues and challenges being faced 
This initiative brought many challenges, because to discuss about Roma integration is still a difficult topic to approach in the Romanian society. 
According to a 2009 report of the European Union's Fundamental Rights Agency, the discrimination perception of the Roma community in Romania is lower than that of the other European Union member state covered by the report. The perceived discrimination levels given by the report are
:

· Czech Republic 64%: Hungary 62%: Poland 59%: Greece 55%: Slovakia 41%: Bulgaria 26%: Romania 25%:

Based on this report, Romanian newspapers have stated that the Roma minority in Romania is the 'least discriminated Romani minority in Eastern Europe'. The same report suggested that the favorable responses from Bulgaria and, to a lesser extent, Romania be regarded with caution, as the low levels of reported discrimination might be a result of the high levels of segregation between Roma and non-Roma: spatial segregation is high amongst the Roma; (that is, they are living in areas predominantly populated by other Roma): highest in Bulgaria (72%), Romania (66%), Slovakia (65%) and Greece (63%). The implications of this should be borne in mind when looking at the results, as higher levels of spatial segregation imply that Roma respondents are cut-off from mainstream society, which, on the one hand implies that they experience high levels of discrimination, but, on the other hand, may serve to shelter them from discriminatory treatment as contact with the majority population is limite. 

A 2000 EU report about Roma said that in Romania… the continued high levels of discrimination are a serious concern.. and progress has been limited to programmes aimed at improving access to education. A survey of the Pro Democraţia association in Romania revealed that 94% of the questioned persons believe that the Romanian citizenship should be revoked to the ethnic Roms who commit crimes abroad.[
So in the conditions mentioned above, to implement a project that aims to change the mindset of the negative perception of the Roma communities are challenging. The main challenge was to involve the people in the project and to make them belief that it is possible to change the negative perception. 
Due to the previous collaboration with the School County Inspectorate was more easy to enter in schools, but the first perception of the teachers was that this project will not make it and that the students would not want to participated in the program. 

Another challenge was also to involved the journalists, because it is well-know that the negative articles sells more and better, and it was difficult to make them aware of the huge impact that they can have on the general perception regarding Roma communities. Even if there were some improvements, it is still a huge challenge to determine the journalists to create objective articles, especially when the final word in an article is not theirs, but also the editors interfere.

Working with local and regional authorities is not easy at all. In order to build something stabile there is the need to invest a lot of time and effort. Many times in the dialogue with the authorities, they were saying that they are implementing a lot of measurements for improving the Roma situation (this was one case reported by the group from Sannicolau Mare) and that they should not focus so much on this issue. But the project team used a lot the National Strategy for Improving Roma situation and this document was used to put pressure on the authorities to continue work on this issues. 
On the other hand a strong collaboration was with the Prefecture from Timis county. They were very open to receive the work from the students and they organize a commune meeting between the students, members from local authorities where the project was implemented and other institutions from Timisoara. They also introduce in the agenda of the Local Mix Group in Solving Roma Issues (which is coordinated by the Prefecture) elements raised by the students.  

5. The local action group 
	Local Action Groups 

Constitution of IIT LAG:
	LAG Meetings:



	Timis county Youth Foundation – Mrs. Adriana Pestereanu 

Intercultural Institute Timisoara – Mrs. Romina Matei, Mrs. Oana Bajka. Mrs. Oana Nestian, Mr. Eugen Gherga, Mr. Calin Rus

Roma activists – Mr. Goracel Ion, Mr. Facalet Victor, Mrs. Ramona Facalet, Valentin Pepenel 

Local Youth Council Timisoara – Mrs. Mirela Lupu, Mrs. Emilia Ciovor 

Media representatives: Mrs. Maria Fratila, Mr. Daniel Spataru, Mrs. Carmen Marcu

A group of 12 teachers from secondary and highschools from Timis County  
	1. 15th July 2011 – presenting I am Roma: Changing Mindsets project, setting-up the LAG and proposals of local activities

2. 08th August 2011 – development of campaign concept and key elements, division of tasks and roles of the LAG members in the project and preparation for Sintra transnational workshop

3. 28th November 2011 – feedback of Sintra participants to LAG, meeting with Romani CRISS to ensure complementarily and avoid overlapping of activities in Romania and planning of next steps in implementation 

4. 27th of March 2012 – commune meeting of the Local Action Group and the teachers involved in the I AM ROMA project 

5. 10th of May 2012 – meeting with the members of the Local Action Group and the teacher in order to prepare for the third international meeting that took place in Timisoara  

6. 13 June 2012 – meeting of the students with the local and regional authorities – the public presentation of the results of their campaigning

7. 26th of October 2012 – meeting with the journalists and other members of the Local Action Groups in order to discuss about the imagine of Roma minority in media and propose solutions for changing the negative imagine promoted in media 

8. 31 of October 2012 – local meeting between the local & regional authorities, students, teachers and members of the Local Action Group  

9. 19th of November 2012 – meeting with the teachers and the media team in order to plan the activities of the campaign with the students at the local level 

10. 18th of December  2012 – public event for changing the mind set using the method Living Library and having as a special guest an Council of Europe expert on Roma issues – Jacques Chevallier  




6. Public presentation 
Report of the public dissemination event 4 September 2012

Motivation

The core element of the campaign organised by the Intercultural Institute of Timisoara was represented by the activities done by teams of pupils supervised by teams of teachers from seven schools in the Timis County. After attending the professional development event, with support of the members of the Local Action Group, teachers set-up in their schools groups of pupils who got engaged in a process comprising several steps and focused on a specific issue of the local Roma community.

These school-based activities already had a significant impact at the level of the local communities concerned, as they draw the attention of all pupils in the respective school, of their parents and of others outside school, including members of the Roma communities and local authorities. However, the plan of the campaign was to aim at a much wider impact by using the activities developed and implemented in schools as a topic for a media campaign and for dissemination activities among a larger audience. Schools in Timis County have been identify as a logical target audience for such a dissemination.

Thus, the project was presented in a special meeting with the General School Inspector and cooperation was requested for the organisation of a meeting with representatives of the management of all schools in Timis County. It was agreed that a meeting of this kind could be organised at the beginning of September. The Intercultural Institute took the responsibility manage the content of the meeting and to cover the costs related to the participation of school representatives from all county, including coffee break and lunch, while the Timis County Schools Inspectorate took the responsibility to pass on the invitation to all schools and request participation. 

Participants

School directors and in some cases representatives of School Boards from over 200 schools from Timisoara and all other administrative units of the County. About one third of the participants were locals from Timisoara, while the rest had to travel distances from 10 to 90 km. Some participants represented schools from rural places where Roma communities live, while others are from places where Roma are less visible. Some schools had already experiences with projects focused on Roma education but for the majority of them the topic was new.

Besides the representatives of the schools, several inspectors from Timis County Schools Inspectorate also attended, together with several representatives of Timis County Teachers’ House, the institution in charge with in-service teacher training.

Content of the presentation

The meeting was opened with a brief introduction of the General Inspector, Prof Cornel Petroman. Calin Rus, director of the Intercultural Institute of Timisoara made an extended presentation of I am Roma project, with focus on the activities done by the schools involved. Some elements of the work done in this context by the partners of the project from different countries were also given. The description of the methodology used in the seven pilot schools was followed by a detailed presentation of the results obtained and of the proposals made by the groups of pupils in each school. At the end, the floor was open for questions and comments from participants.

Feedback and discussion

Several school directors provided very positive feedback to the presentation, showing a direct interest for implementing the suggested methodology in their schools in the future. For this, they requested support (training and materials) from the Intercultural Institute. In response to these requests, it was confirmed that all those interested will be provided with copies of the manuals published as part of the project and that a new training session will be announced soon. Some other participants expressed interest not to engage in the whole process but to partner with one of the schools involved and to organise a local activity in which to present the results of the partner school and to have a debate based on these results. There were also several school representatives with sceptical attitude, who objected that they do not have the possibility to determine teachers and pupils in their schools to engage in such activities, that there are other priorities and that they do not believe teachers in their schools will volunteer to do such activities. The representatives of Timis County Teachers’ House suggested organising in partnership with the Intercultural Institute a following training session for teachers on how to use the methodology. This way, the certificates delivered could represent a better motivation and recognition for the efforts of the teachers. The meeting was closed by General School Inspector who also added a number of technical and administrative instructions to school directors for the start of the new school year.

Conclusions and follow-up

The event allowed for the presentation of the project and of the activities implemented in the pilot schools to all schools in Timis County, thus reaching a very large audience. The partnership established with Timis County Schools Inspectorate proved to be very effective in this respect. The event also allowed participants to formulate concrete proposals and requests in order to make the dissemination process effective in their schools. Therefore, the Intercultural Institute committed to support the follow-up of this meeting with concrete actions stated below:

· Distribute copies of the publication describing in detail the methodology used with the pilot schools
· Organise a second capacity-building training in the following months (preferably before the start of the second semester of the school year or for the following school year) in cooperation with Timis County Teachers’ House
· Publish on a website details about the activities realised by the pilot schools so that they can be used as a basis for local activities and debates in other schools 
· Provide further advice and consultancy to schools interested to develop similar activities in the future.

The company S.C. Regio News S.R.L. was contracted to organize a final press conference. The event was organised on 31st of January 2013. 

Media was present to the meeting. Some examples of articles from the last public conference are below. Also attached to this report is the press release (in Romanian). During the meeting, the project team explain the project concept and its results. In the room were present persons from the County Agency for Labor, the League for Defending Human Rights, ACDR (Democratic and Civic Alliance of Roma), freelancer journalist, Roma Party, local newspaper AGENDA, Intercultural Institute Timisoara, News Timisoara – local media, Timpolis – Local media, PressAlert.ro – local media, Romanian National Television, Mediafax – National media, Radio Timisoara. 

This event was an important opportunity to present the results of I AM ROMA project in front of eight different media channels.  The program of the meeting was as follow:
· Official opening 

· Brief presentation of I AM ROMA – project 

· Brief presentation of some results from the local mapping – the Roma situation in Timisoara and Timis County 

· Presentation of the activities done by each school and the impact that the local campaigns had in their communities: Biled, Sannicolau-Mare, Tomnatic, Pesac, Periam and  Timisoara 

· Presentations of public events done in Timisoara – results of the Living Library event from 18th of December 2012.

· Discussion about imagine of Roma people in media – and what can media institutions do in order to promote a positive imagine. 

 The discussions were focused a lot on what are the responsibilities of the media agency and of the journalist in order to change the mind set and to promote a more positive imagine of the Roma communities. A lot of problems were raised; the main one was again the fact that even if the journalist would like to have an objective article / media product, the editor has the right to change it. This was one of the cases discussed. Another one, was that the journalist are not all the time aware of the impact of their words and how they describes a subject. 
Calin RUS, director of Intercultural Institute Timisoara pointed some facts that are being generated by a wrong message. In which way and how a negative article / media product effects the live of the people from that community. Also the Roma representatives that were present in the room raised important points into the discussion, because they are a lot of time victims of discrimination in the media. One example that was discussed was the local scandal about a famous house – Muhle House – a historical house that is in derelict and a big national scandal was produce that the actual owners are not taking care of historical building. The main problem seems to be that the owners are Roma. This event and the way media reflected the event affected a lot imagine of the Roma’s in Timisoara. 

The conclusion of the event was that this kind of meetings are needed more often, where the journalists are put face 2 face with members of different communities. And a project like I AM ROMA – that worked in changing the mindset and that worked with students and teachers it is needed, because a lot of stereotypes are promoted and created in schools. 
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7. Capacity building program  
Capacity building (November 2011 – February 2012)

A training concept and a set of specific training materials were developed. A manual for teacher was also published and distributed among the teachers and the schools. 

A group of 12 teachers was selected and trained in order to apply in schools an adapted civic education method, based on the principles of participatory democracy, in order to empower students to identify problems of the Roma community and propose public policy solutions. Thus, students, not only become aware of the presence of Roma in their neighbourhood, but they also understood the types of problems of the Roma communities and challenge authorities to take action in order to solve these problems.

A partnership agreement was established with the School County Inspectorate and a call for participants was sent through the networks of the Ministry of Education and the media. The aim was to select 2 teachers from the same school will work together (preferably one civic education teacher and one head teacher). Unfortunately this was not the case for all the schools. 

The selection criteria were: awareness of the situation of the Roma community in their neighbourhood / locality; motivation to put into practice the competences developed during the training; student-centred approach. 

In order to support teacher’s efforts and to monitor progress, an online platform was used. 
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Teachers were trained during 4 full working days on the following topics:

· What is a democratic process?

· What are the structure and the mechanism of a public policy and how can a citizen / student influence a public policy?

· What is the connection between stereotype – prejudice and discrimination and what is intercultural learning?
· What is the local and national situation of Roma communities in Timisoara and Romania (what national policies are available and what local and regional actions were done)?
· What are the steps of “Students are proposing solutions for the problem faced by the Roma communities” and how to implement? 

The program of the capacity building program was:

	Capacity building program 

I AM ROMA

23 – 26 februarie - Muntele Mic 

	Thursday , Feb 23
	14:00

- 

18:30 
	Presenting the objectives of the training course

Getting to know each other and creating a safe learning atmosphere in the group 

	
	19:00
	Dinner  

	Friday, Feb 24
	09:00 

– 

10:00
	Project presentation  I AM ROMA 

The mechanism of public policies 

The methodology “Students are proposing solutions for problems faced by Roma community” 

	
	10:00 

-

13:00
	Simulations and activities for intercultural learning  I 

	
	13:00 
	Lunch 

	
	14:00

-

15:00
	Simulations and activities for intercultural learning  II

	
	19:00
	Dinner  

	
	21:00 – 22:00
	Working groups on case studies 

	Saturday, Feb 25
	09:00 

-

11:00
	Study cases presented by the participants   - implementation of the methodology “Students are proposing solutions for problems faced by Roma community”

	
	11:00

-

13:00 
	Roma situation at local and national level – Ion Goracel 



	
	13:00 
	Lunch  

	
	14:00

-

15:00 
	How to work with students? Overcoming challenges  

	
	19:00
	Dinner  

	Sunday, Feb. 26
	08:30

-

11:00
	Online support and monitoring 

	
	11:00

13:00
	Organizing final event and local campaigns  

Review of the main challenges 

	
	13:00
	Lunch 

	
	14:30

15:30 
	Evaluation of the program 

Departure 


The methodology “Students are proposing solutions for the problem faced by Roma communities” is based on principles of tolerance and interethnic communication. 
The primary goal of the methodology is to develop in students a commitment to active citizenship and governance by:

· providing the knowledge and skills required for effective citizenship 

· providing practical experience designed to foster a sense of competence and efficacy 

· developing an understanding of the importance of citizen participation

This helps the students to:

· learn how to monitor and influence public policy
· learn about policymaking processes
· develop concrete skills and the foundation needed to become responsible participating citizens
· develop effective, creative communication skills
· develop more positive self-images and confidence in exercising their rights and responsibilities

The methodology has the following steps: 

· As a class project, students work together to identify and study a problem that the closer Roma community is facing – it is important to underline that the problem identified must be one that can be solved though a public policies – or by local and regional authorities 
· They propose a solution in the form of a public policy recommendation
· They develop an action plan for getting their policy proposal adopted and implemented
· Students display their work in a portfolio and documentation binder and present it in a simulated public hearing
· Organize local public events to raise awareness about the problems faced by the Roma communities  

8. Campaign strategy 
Core activity of the campaign (March – December 2012)
During a period of about 3 months (March – May 2012) and them in November – December 2012, students from 7 schools, guided by their teachers were implementing the participatory democracy approach through the following steps: 

· Research in order to identify the main problems of the Roma community in their locality, 

· Selection of one problem for a more in-depth analysis, 

· Analysis of existing and alternative public policy solutions to the problem, 

· Choice of a public policy as solution of the class and 

· Development of an action plan on how citizens can influence the authorities in implementing the public policy proposed. 

Members of the LAG and various NGOs and public institutions concerned with Roma issues were involved in the process.

At the end of this process each class organized two local public events to present their project. Students from all classed involved gathered in Timisoara at the end of the school year to present their project in front of local and regional authorities, parents, teachers and the media. After the first presentation (which was a success) the public institution that represents the Government in the region – Prefectura Timis invited the members of the local action group, the teachers and two students to come to an public meeting with the authorities from the places where the schools were, local authorities from Timisoara and the members of the Mix Group for Solving Roma issues in Timisoara (its members are different local institutions from Timisoara).

In December was organized also a Living Library event. In the event were invited members of the civic society, persons working with disadvantaged groups, representatives from the Roma communities, local and regional authorities and media. 

The Human Library is an innovative method designed to promote dialogue, reduce prejudices and encourage understanding. The main characteristics of the project are to be found in its simplicity and positive approach.

In its initial form the Human Library is a mobile library set up as a space for dialogue and interaction. Visitors to a Human Library are given the opportunity to speak informally with “people on loan”; this latter group being extremely varied in age, sex and cultural background.

The Human Library enables groups to break stereotypes by challenging the most common prejudices in a positive and humorous manner. It is a concrete, easily transferable and affordable way of promoting tolerance and understanding.

It is a “keep it simple”, “no-nonsense” contribution to social cohesion in multicultural societies. 

In this event were present 10 “Human Books” – people from Roma communities and people working with disadvantaged groups. They were prepared in advance in what a book need to know and to do in this process. 
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The titles of the books were the followings: 

· Beyond appearances – by Jean Goracel 

· The traveler – by Jury Maris 

· The child crying – by Diana Popa 

· A different childhood – by Vera Faraon 

· Traveling though live – by Daniel Greberdinger 

· I even meet happy Gypsy – by Mircea Barbu 

· “If I could …” – by  Antal Francise

· “What you have done if you were me?” – by Fusteac Raul

· “Council of Europe and Roma” – by Calin Rus 

· “Always be ambitious” – by Mariana Silaghi 

After introducing to the public the Human Books offers, the readers were invited to choose one book and they had 20 minutes of discussions. After 20 minutes the human book was returned to the librarian and put it back on the “shelf”. After a short break the book could be borrowed again by a new reader, there were organized three rounds of “reading”. That meant that each participant could read three different human books and each book was read three times. 

[image: image5.png]



Public visibility 
The project focused a lot on visibility in media. A short movie to disseminate the project was made. 

Also a contract with a media specialist was done. There were the following results:

· May – regional news 

· October – regional news 

· November – “Vezi ce iti doresti” – 30 minutes, regional 

· December – “Restart Romania” – 60 minutes, national 

· December – “Vezi ce iti doresti” – 30 minutes, regional  

For the live of the project, there was an interactive online site with information about this project in Romanian – the address is http://suntrom.wordpress.com/ On this platform are presented relevant information about the work done in the project I AM ROMA, but also relevant information about Roma communities in Romania. Such as: testimonials from people from Roma community, links for different resources, information about the imagine of Roma communities in media, information about the schools involved in the project and their activities at the local level. 

9. Local campaigns 

In the project I AM ROMA were involved the following schools and teachers: 
	Nr. Crt. 
	Name
	Surname 
	School 

	1. 
	Basista
	Livia
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII Tomnatic 

	2. 
	Timoce
	Silviu
	Theoretichal high school from Periam

	3. 
	Bonţe
	Minodora
	Vocational School Biled 

	4. 
	Fenichiu 
	Corina
	Vocational School Biled

	5. 
	Belin
	Cosmin
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII Pesac 

	6. 
	Jurca
	Ioan
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII Pesac 

	7. 
	Murar
	Aurelia
	High school for Sports Banatul, Timisoara  

	8. 
	Ardelean
	Alina
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII no. 15 Timişoara

	9. 
	Bucşe
	Sandu
	Theoretichal high school from Periam 

	10. 
	Mişcodan
	Daniela
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII no. 15 Timişoara

	11. 
	Gherescu
	Nistor
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII Tomnatic

	12. 
	Ioniţa
	Amalia
	Secondary school with classes I-VIII no. 2 Sannicolau Mare


In each school the following activities took place: 
1. High school for Sports Banatul, Timisoara  

The problem identified was: low interaction between Roma and non-Roma students. 

The solution proposed was education thought sports. The groups of students proposed to organize a sports camp with both students Roma and non-Roma, where to use peer education, and the non-Roma students to be mentors for Roma students. 
Local actions implemented: two public meetings between local authorities, students and other teachers. They proposed a football game between classes from the high-school and the school from Pesac, but the students from Pesac, due to financial difficulties could not attend the meeting. In one of the meeting they invited also the director from the County Direction for Youth and Sport (CDYS) Timis, and he promise them that if they will apply with a project in the beginning of 2013 asking financial support for such an activity, they will receive the support from CDYS. Also the director of the high-school offered his entire support for this activity to happen in the spring of 2013. 
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2. Secondary school with classes I-VIII no. 15 Timişoara

In the process were involved students from VII and VIII classes, having as mentors the teachers Ardelean Alina and Miscodan Daniela. 

The problem identified was: low participation of Roma youth and adults to the community life and lack of public utilities for hygiene.
The solution proposed was: renovating a Centre to promote education of Roma children with public utilities – washing machines. The group of students identified a building of the school that is not being used. They proposed as a solution, to renovate there a centre for less privileged persons from the area. They were thinking to create there a place for the Roma women to come and wash their clothes and meanwhile to have illiteracy courses with the women and education activities with the children (such as after school centre). The group required only the renovation of the place and the logistical elements. They (together with their teachers) offered volunteer to be in charge with the illiteracy courses for the women and the education activities for the children. 

Local actions implemented. The students organized two public presentations, one in June and one in December. At the final conference students from VII and VIII classes participated together with other teachers, representatives from other NGOs and the community from Fratelia neighbourhood.  
The plan to create such a community centre was presented also to the City Hall and to the Prefecture. The idea is still under discussion.  
3. Secondary school with classes I-VIII no. 2 Sannicolau Mare

The problem identified was: is related with hygiene and keeping clean the street called – Roma Street. 
The solution proposed was: The students considered that the problem can be solved by taking more frequent the waste collection and by renovation of common toilets and emptying existing or construction of new toilets.
Local actions implemented: There were organized two public events where the representatives from the City Hall were invited. During the meeting students indicated that lack of sewage requires rehabilitation of the common unhealthy toilets from the “Roma Street” or raising news ones as those built on a neighbourhood Street – Abator. Students mentioned that during the year 2012, they discussed their project with representatives of local government: Mayor Dănuţ Groza, Mr. Deputy Farce and Counselor Mr. Radu Asaftei. They had proposed public policy to address the specific involvement of Roma and Roma social aided cleaning action on Roma Street. Students read the letter to the mayor requesting him (Danut Groza) the support of City Hall to address the Roma community from Sighet, indicating that this action of cleaning the Roma Street must be a continuous support for the Roma community and for the involvement of the community in maintaining cleanliness the area and improving quality of life for the community members. 
Students said they had much to learn by participating in this project, most of them went for the first time in the areas where Roma community is living. They also had the opportunity to see how works the public authorities and they felt responsible for trying to improve the life of Roma in the Sighet, with their project proposals.
Representatives from the City Hall, Mr. Bogdan Homorodean (Environment Agency inspector) and Manuela Lavrenski (social worker), appreciated the involvement of students from School Gymnasium no.2 in this civic project. It is noted that local authorities have claimed some students' solutions on Roma Street, for example the City Hall intensified waste collection activities in that area. Also they initiated with funds from the City Hall, the construction of a septic tank to ensure sanitation toilets in the street. Existing toilets were emptied and they started draining rainwater and excess water from public wells, located near houses, in an area without buildings.

4. Secondary school with classes I-VIII Pesac

The problem identified was: precarious living conditions and no access to labour market. 
The solution proposed was: the students involved in the project proposed to introduce in their village the Second Change program - A program that can allowed the adults from Roma communities to continue schools and in this way to improve their access to the labour market. 
Local actions implemented: The students first visited the Roma community from their neighbourhood; there they discovered that the Roma people are living in precarious condition, without electricity, drinking water, windows in their house etc. They organized a public event where they proposed as a solution to this situation, to introduce the program Second Change in order to motivate the Roma population to become more active in the labour market. This proposal was presented to the local authorities from Pesac and also from Timisoara. During the project, the students were involved also in an international exchange, when two persons from Italy visit their school and discussed about different methods to help the Roma community. 
5. Secondary school with classes I-VIII Tomnatic

The problem identified was: Lack of information regarding access to compulsory and free of charge education system. Persons from Roma communities are not all the time aware of the importance of educational system. They don’t send their children to school, most of them don’t graduated not even 8th grade – and this make their access to the labour market very difficult. 

The solution proposed was: To hire a school mediator which can promote more the benefits of being in school and she/he can mediate the connection between the school and the community 
Local actions implemented: The group had several discussion with the representatives from the City Hall and the Local Council in order to motivate them to open a position for a Roma mediator. They were also proposing to involve more the Roma community into the public participation processes, because in the local institutions there is no Roma representative. Also they involved the local media and the group of students (together with the teachers) creates a local initiative group – GICA. 
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6. Theoretical high school from Periam

The problem identified was: school drop-outs of the children from Roma communities. 
The solution proposed was: to hire a school mediator which can work more close with the Roma students and to make the connection between the school and the community. 
Local actions implemented: There were several discussion with the school director. The problem and the solution was presented also in Timisoara where representatives from City Hall from Timisoara – Social and Health Department and representatives from Prefecture were present. To hire a school mediator is the responsibility of the School County Inspectorate and this proposal was submitted also to them. 
7. Vocational School Biled

The problem identified was: Poverty, inadequate housing and limited access to health services. After the last census, the number of Roma in the village – Biled is 143, a figure inaccurate because they refused to declare as being Roma. Representatives from the City Hall believe that the number is much higher, but unfortunately there are no official dates. 

The solution proposed was: To create a community centre for Roma people. This centre should be equipped with washing machines to help mothers, and shower for personal hygiene, for the benefit of families who don’t have home bathroom. 
Local actions implemented: For the solutions proposed, the students submitted a request to the Local Council Biled, suggesting a possible space for the Centre, a dilapidated building of the former boarding school which is in the propriety of the Vocational School Biled. They also organised two public events, one with the local authorities in June and one commune event with the community in December. The second one was to involved all the members from the community and also to draw attention of the problem faced by the Roma community. The students were doing creative workshops but also presenting their solution for the Roma community. During the event in December were invited also representatives from the local authorities and using methods of non-formal education, the students lobby for their ideas to improve the situation of Roma community.
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10. Impact of campaign 
The impact of project activities is likely to be visible in the future, as they aimed at changing mentalities and attitudes towards Roma, which will be reflected at a later stage in changes in behaviours. We can speak of at least two levels of impact

Local impact in the schools and communities directly involved

· The biggest impact was, without doubt, among the groups of young people directly involved in the activities initiated by the schools or those who attended the living library event. The proof of this impact is in the account of these activities, in the products of these activities (proposals for public policies and local projects) and in the feedback they provided

· Activities also reached to other young people in the participating schools and other people in the local communities concerned, including local authorities

· Teachers involved in the process also changed their perception on the Roma communities. Taking in account that the teachers are strong multipliers of the information, their future students will benefit also from the project activities. Indeed the work of teacher needs recognition and further support 
At the level of the general public, through media

· The general public was reached through the articles, radio and TV broadcasts reflecting the activities of the campaign

· The group of online activists also passed on the message of the campaign through comments to articles in online media

· The debate organised with journalists contributed to changes of attitudes of journalists, which will affect their future professional performance. For example, two journalists who attended the debate on 13 September wrote very positive articles both immediately after the event and later, and contacted us to comment the recent proposal of an extremist group from Timisoara who proposed 300 lei to Roma women who get sterilised. They also published correct articles on this topic quoting our comments.
11. Recommendations and conclusions 
· Direct interactions between young non-Roma and Roma produce the best effects in changing attitudes (this is what happened during the activities in schools and during the living library)

· Such events can provide interesting positive subjects for the media, changing the tendency to reproduce stereotypes (usually journalists say the public is not interested in positive news, but they reflected well the activities of the young people from the schools involved)

· Direct interaction of journalists with Roma is more effective than just presentation of statistics, media monitoring results or lectures by experts

· The interest of the media is bigger if results are presented in public events involving politicians or various officials (we had the students present the results in front of the County Mixed Group on Roma Issues)

· Training of teachers is essential for conducting effective activities and the training needs to be associated with continuous support throughout the process. Once teachers have been through this experience, they become very valuable resources for future work in this field. The work of the teachers needs recognition and support

· Local partnerships, with Roma and non-Roma NGOs, as well as with the media, can bring more effective and sustainable outcomes.
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� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roma_in_Romania





