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As announced in the previous issue of the Flash, the second UDIEX Steering Committee meeting was held in Brussels on 9/10 July.  One representative from each city partner attended the meeting except  for Crotone, Odivelas and Košice Region.

Moreover  there were also some contributions from the URBACT Secretariat:  Jean-Loup Drubrigny as Director, Fernando Barreiro as Expert and Mira Guhring as Communication Manager.

Following the main agreed actions taken during the meeting: 

	ITEMS
	ACTIONS
	WHEN
	RESPONSIBLE

	III wsp IN nOTTINGHAM
	Recruitment of participants: ALEP forms filled in
	By 9 September 2004
	City partners

	IV WSP AMSTERDAM/ ROTTERDAM
	Recruitment of participants: ALEP forms filled in 
	By 9 September 2004
	City partners

	Topic based wsp for the year 2005
	V  wsp: SHEFFIELD
	10/13 March
	VMT+Sheffield

	
	VI wsp: TURIN
	19/22 May
	VMT+ Turin

	
	VII wsp: Sevilla
	October (date to be decided)
	VMT+Sevilla

	Venice Sessions
	I Session

VMT to send suggested list of participants –End August

Partners to confirm proposed list by end Sept.
	16/18 December 2004
	VMT and Partners

	
	II Session
	12/15 May 2005
	VMT

	Steering Committee
	III SC Mtg. in Brussels
	7/9 April 2005
	VMT


Moreover it has been agreed by vote that a service of simultaneous translation in Italian and Spanish will be provided during the Steering Committee Meetings. The 

same service will be provided at all the topic based workshops and Venice sessions. Furthermore, it was agreed that where Greek partner participants within the UDIEX ALEP programme were not able to participate in English, provision would be made to pay for the travel, accommodation and subsistence costs of one person who would act as their informal interpreter. No fee could be paid for this role and the respective Greek partners would be responsible for identifying such a person if the need arose.

Concerning the workshop candidature, the City of Crotone sent to the Venice Management Team, a couple of days before the meeting in Brussels, a candidature to host a workshop on the theme of “Capacity of Adaptation to the Economic and Structural Changes and Use of the New Technologies of Information as Instruments for Emancipation and Empowerment”. Due to the absence of a City of Crotone representative in Brussels, the candidature will be discussed during the next Steering Committee meeting in April 2005. 



The next topic based workshop will take place in Nottingham on 4/7 November 2004. The theme for the workshop is Long term unemployment and discrimination in the labour market.

The Lisbon Agenda, agreed by all Member States in 2000, aims to make the EU into the most dynamic economy by 2010. This is an ambitious goal and one of the key challenges which will need to be addressed in delivering this goal is how we can more effectively make use of available human capital. Long term unemployment  in the EU remains  a major problem.

In 2002, long-term unemployment affected 3% of the EU labour force (and 39% of the unemployed). Almost two thirds of them had in fact been unemployed for a very long time (at least 24 months). Within the EU, according to 2002 figures, Austria, Denmark, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Sweden have long-term unemployment rates of 1% or below. Long-term unemployment remains high in Greece and Italy, where more than 5% of the labour force is affected. These two Member States, along with Spain, also display the greatest disparity between genders. For the EU as unemployment rates are higher for women than for men, although in Finland, Ireland, Sweden and the UK the opposite applies. At the EU level, long-term unemployment has declined gradually from its peak level of 4.9% in 1995 to 3% in 2002. However, since then, owing to the slow down in economic growth ,long term unemployment has proceeded to rise.

This workshop will focus on:

· Providing an overview of different policy approaches within the EU

· Exchange of experience from projects operating within the UDIEX-UDIEX ALEP thematic network

This workshop will also incorporate a peer review of a project developed by the city of Nottingham.

City of Nottingham

Nottingham is close to the centre of England at the heart of the East Midlands. It is approximately 120 miles from London and 50 miles north of Birmingham. Approximately 267,000 people live in the city, with a total of  640,000 people living in the Greater Nottingham conurbation.

Nottingham is the undisputed capital of the East Midlands. It is also the fastest growing major city in the UK in terms of job creation (RICS Foundation). Employment increased by 14 per cent between 1981 and 1996 and unemployment halved in the last five years of the Nineties. 

Nottingham remains proud of its rich history while, over the past 20 years, undergoing a transformation that has made it one of the most stylish and vibrant cities in the UK and one of the best for shopping. Day and night Nottingham buzzes with life thanks to the great choice of shops, bars and pubs, restaurants, theatres and galleries, fine hotels, international sporting events and its reputable universities.

History is never far away however, with reminders of Nottingham's legendary hero Robin Hood and his historic adversary the Sheriff of Nottingham. Among Nottingham's important historical sites and features are its unique labyrinth of caves under the city, the splendid mansion that is now Nottingham Castle Museum and Art Gallery. 

Amsterdam/Rotterdam 25/28 November 2004

The forth UDIEX ALEP topic based workshop will be guest by Amsterdam and Rotterdam on the end of November on the topic Enterprise Development. More information will be available on the next Flash issue.
As for the Nottingham workshop, the deadline for the participants recruitment has been fixed on September 9.

For any additional information please contact

Mara Vittori

Information and Communication Officer

City of Venice

Tel. +39 041 2700816 Fax. +39 041 2700890

e-mail: relintve@comune.venezia.it

The first Venice Session will take place in Venice on 16-18 December 2004.

The objectives of the Venice Sessions are:

· To create cross-topic group working

· To deepen the capitalisation process within the UDIEX-UDIEX ALEP thematic network

· To provide participants with a broader contextual European policy and programmes input

· To create a on-line mentoring and coaching network

The programme for the Venice Sessions will therefore focus on key trends and policies relating to the core themes of Inclusion, Integration and Diversity. Inputs will be provided by experts at an EU level working in these  fields. The aim will be to empower participants so that they are better informed and also more able to develop future joint working on these key themes.

The Venice Sessions will have only 35 participants. Participants will have already participated in one of the topic based workshops. The recruitment process will be that Participants are invited to attend , after agreement between the Venice management team and local co-ordinators. Participants for the first Venice Session will receive invitations in October.


Making new connection,

Rotterdam, 26/27 November
On the same days of the forth UDIEX ALEP workshop, the Dutch Network of Resident Organizations (LSA) will organize a resident conference for the second time, focusing on resident participation in urban regeneration. The conference, on November 26th and 27th,  aims to exchange knowledge and experience between residents on how to improve living conditions in their neighbourhoods. The Netherlands is chairing the EU-council at the moment and they will also formulate advice on the improvement of innercity areas of the large cities for the EU conference of ministers a few days later. 

The participants will be volunteers who are committed to making their neighbourhood a safer, cleaner, and socially better place to improve their living conditions.

For any additional information please contact:

Helena Bouscher
LSA, Landelijk Samenwerkingsverband Aandachtswijken

connections@lsabewoners.nl 

www.isabewoners.nl


The City Summit

18-19 October 2004 in Noordwijk and Leiden, the Netherlands
On 18-19 October 2004, the European Commission and the Dutch government are co-organising the City Summit in Noordwijk and Leiden in the Netherlands. The conference will start at 2 pm on Monday 18 October and last until 1pm on Tuesday 19 October. 
On the agenda for this meeting is: 

· the Commission’s proposed regulations for the Structural Funds after 2006 and their urban dimension 

· the work of the Dutch government for strengthening co-operation on urban issues in the European Union 

· the results of the Urban Audit 2004 

· lessons and good practice drawn from the URBAN programmes as well as from URBACT 

In July, our Commissioner, Jacques Barrot, and the Dutch Minister, Thom De Graaf, will send official invitations to over 500 European Mayors, all the Ministers responsible for Urban Affairs, the URBAN II managing authorities and other interested parties

Supporting Event
URBACT Meeting, 19-20 October 2004 in Noordwijk, the Netherlands.                                                Following the City Summit, the URBACT Programme is organising a meeting of all cities currently participating in URBACT activities and those eligible to participate. 
The meeting will take place in Noordwijk on the afternoon of the 19th October and the morning of 20th October. The programme of activity for the meeting (exchanges between thematic networks, common reflection on key issues) will be sent in the coming weeks.
For any additional information:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/city_summit/index_en.htm

These topic-based exchanges reflect the subjects that the partner cities/towns have identified. Currently, six such themes have been identified; the table below provides an overview of this element of the programme:

	TOPIC
	SCOPE
	VENUE and DATE

	Children and young people at the margins
	This workshop had looked at a number of issues relating to this theme e.g., children at risk within their family; teaching of host country language to the children of immigrants; dealing with young school drop-outs; youth unemployment. 
	Vantaa (Finland) 

25/28 march 2004

	Participation and Empowerment
	The topic of the workshop will be “The management and participation model in the regeneration of underprivileged areas of the city”.
	Bilbao (Spain)

20/23 May 2004

	Long- term unemployment and Discrimination in the labour market
	This workshop will examine the nature of Long-term unemployment and strategies for assisting re-integration into the labour market/social economy. The issue of discrimination in the labour market and strategies to counter this will also be a feature
	Nottingham (UK)

4/7 November 2004

	Enterprise Development
	This workshop will be sharing ways of assisting targeted groups to develop their own businesses/social enterprises
	Amsterdam/ Rotterdam (Netherland)

25/28 November 2004

	Integration Strategies
	This workshop will focus on strategies to assist immigrant communities to integrate into the social, cultural and economic life of host countries
	Sheffield (UK)

10/13 March 2005

	Physical Renewal and Cultural Diversity
	This workshop will focus on the ways in which physical renewal can make use of cultural diversity in order to enhance social cohesion and provide a means for attracting more people into an area
	Turin (Italy)

19/22 May 2005



During the second Steering Committee meeting the date of the first two Venice Sessions have been fixed as follows:

	sessions
	TOPICS
	VENUE and DATE

	FIRST SESSION
	
	Venice, Magazzini del Sale

16/18 December 2004

	SECOND SESSION
	
	Venice

12/15 May 2005


SIX VENICE SESSIONS TIMING











III Topic based workshop: Nottingham 4/7 November 2004





FIRST UDIEX-ALEP VENICE SESSION





OUtputs from SECOND STEERING COMMITTEE 





EIGHT TOPIC BASED WORKSHOP SHEDULE
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Outputs from Second UDIEX Steering Committee Meeting


3° Topic based workshop: Nottingham, 4/7 November 2004


First Venice Session


…don’t forget


Eight Topic Based Workshops Schedule and Venice Sessions Timing








� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.venezia.it/" ��Venezia�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.zuidoost.amsterdam.nl/" ��Amsterdam�


� HYPERLINK "http://en.antwerpen.be/MIDA/" ��Antwerp�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.asda.gr/" ��ASDA Athens�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/" ��Belfast�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bilbao.net/lanekintza/ihome.htm" ��Bilbao�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.cosenza.it/home.html" ��Cosenza�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventry.gov.uk/cocoon/index.xml" ��Coventry�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.crotone.it/" ��Crotone�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dublincity.ie/" ��Dublin� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.lecce.it/internet/index.asp" ��Lecce�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/" ��Nottingham�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cm-odivelas.pt/Site/index.htm" ��Odivelas�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.palermo.it/" ��Palermo�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.roma.it/" ��Roma�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rotterdam.nl/smartsite268958.dws?MainMenu=268958&Menu=268958" ��Rotterdam�


Santa Cruz de Tenerife


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sevilla.org/" ��Sevilla�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spatc.org/" ��S.P.A.T.C. Sheffield�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thessalonikicity.gr/English/index.htm" ��Thessaloniki�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ayto-toledo.org/" ��Toledo�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comune.torino.it/" ��Torino�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vantaa.fi/cgi-bin/sivut?lang=en" ��Vantaa�





EU new Member States


� HYPERLINK "http://www.budapest.hu/" ��Budapest�


� HYPERLINK "http://kosice.regionet.sk/" ��Košice S.G.Region


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.starogard.pl/" ��Starogard Gdański�





With the support of


QEC - ERAN
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Forthcoming 4 issues 





Issue N° 7, 18 October 2004


Issue N° 8, 15 November 2004


Issue N° 9, 10 January 2005


Issue N° 10, 28 February 2005





New Flash Info Contact


Mara Vittori


Network Communication Officer


Tel. +39 041 2700816/+39 041 5210341


relintve@comune.venezia.it
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cofinanced by the URBACT Programme
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